THE ROLE OF DRAMA IN FOSTERING CREATIVITY AND INCLUSIVITY
IN EDUCATION

FROM THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

As we turn the pages of this September 2025 issue of the HKTDA Quarterly Journal, we take a
moment to reflect on the transformative power of drama education. At the heart of this issue is a
comprehensive review of the HKTDA Annual Performance 2025, a cornerstone event that has
shaped our organization’s legacy and vision for nearly three decades. This year’s performance not
only showcased the talents of teacher-performers and pre-service teachers but also exemplified
how drama can bridge the gap between pedagogy and creativity.

The Annual Performance, as highlighted in Dr. Tsin Tak Shun’s detailed review, was a
masterclass in using drama as a teaching tool. Co-designed by Dr. Wong Lai Ping and Dr. Tsin,
the production adapted Cao Yu’s Sunrise into a performance that combined Al technologies with
creative drama techniques. Their innovative approach demonstrated how educators can engage
students with complex texts in dynamic and interactive ways. Through conventions such as
“teacher-in-role” and “hot-seating,” teachers learned to embody characters and bring literary
works to life, making even challenging texts accessible and enjoyable for students.

What made this year’s performance truly remarkable was the mentorship provided by Dr. Wong
and Dr. Tsin. Their guidance not only shaped the production but also empowered participating
teachers and pre-service educators to explore new dimensions of drama as a pedagogical tool.
Under their mentorship, pre-service teachers from the Hong Kong Metropolitan University
(HKMU) took on pivotal roles both on stage and behind the scenes. They demonstrated
exceptional talent in acting, stage management, and even training children in drama, embodying
the principles of inclusivity and care.

This issue also features firsthand reflections from participants, whose personal journeys highlight
the profound impact of this mentorship. Ms. Fung Wing Yee Bobo’s narrative captures the
growth and confidence gained through her role as Cui Xi (32%), while Ms. Chan Sze Wan
Janette’s exploration of her character, J[|_-/]\4H, underscores how drama fosters interdisciplinary
skills like emotional expression, teamwork, and cultural appreciation. Additionally, Ms. 287k 5
(Susan), who played the role of 5 /\#y%)7 in Sunrise, contributes an insightful article that delves
into the integration of digital tools and creative teaching strategies in bringing Cao Yu’s
masterpiece to life. Her reflections on embodying her character, and her exploration of the
cultural and literary significance of Sunrise, offer invaluable perspectives for educators seeking to
use drama to deepen students’ appreciation of literature.

We are equally excited to present articles that examine the broader applications of drama in
education. Tiffany Lo's insightful piece on supporting students with Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD) in drama classrooms is a timely contribution, offering practical strategies for creating
inclusive learning environments.

Additionally, this issue brings you a review of the musical Arabian Nights, directed by Jennifer,
the professional drama teacher at her school. The production beautifully illustrates how student-
centered performances can cultivate leadership, collaboration, and artistic excellence. Its




emphasis on storytelling reminds us of the timeless role of drama in shaping character, building
communities, and inspiring change.

Beyond these highlights, this edition features many activities and initiatives designed to
encourage educators to explore drama’s transformative potential. Whether you’re a seasoned
practitioner or new to drama education, we hope the stories, insights, and opportunities shared
here will inspire you to participate in the many initiatives offered by HKTDA.

As always, we remain committed to fostering dialogue and sharing resources that empower
educators to harness the potential of drama. We invite you to contribute your own stories,
research, and reflections to future editions of the journal. Let this platform be a space where
voices from all corners of the drama and education community come together to inspire and
collaborate.

Thank you for your continued support of the HKTDA and for your dedication to advancing the
transformative power of drama in education.
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